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From tihe Desk of tire President

Dear Friends,

As we come together to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of our Higher Secondary
passing out, my heart is filled with pride and warm memories of our school life.
Our activities of “Hindu School Praktani '73” began in 2010 when we lost our
friend Dr Tapas Sen in a tragic accident. Our activities began with a note of
sorrow not joy as we have lost other friends Dipankar Majumdar, Shambunath
Moitra, Salil Ghosh and Parimal Chakraborty earlier. Their memories brought
us together, and still bind us.

Out of this premature and sudden
losses we found a purpose. In their
memory we started giving book prizes
and scholarships to students who
needed our support. It became a way to
keep their memory alive. Over the years
more friends joined, teachers were
honoured and our journey gathered
strength.

This jubilee function is not just about
completing fifty years of our friendship.
It is about celebrating strong bonding,
shared values and giving back
something to our Alma Mater Hindu
School.

Let this event and our Souvenir help
us remember, honour and inspire our ¥z
future generations.

Warm regards
Biplab Bhowal
President (2022-2024)




From the Secretary’s Desk

Dear Friends,

Praktani ‘73, an alumni association of Hindu School 73 batch students, was
established in 2010 in memory of those friends who departed very early from this
world, leaving us grief-stricken and heart-broken.

Our primary objective was to institute book prizes for the Madhyamik /HS toppers
from Hindu School every calendar year in remembrance of the departed souls.

Later on, we also introduced
scholarships for students securing highest
marks in annual examinations as also for
those who would score highest marks in
various subjects, this time in memory of our
the then departed teachers.

While we conduct one grand function
in the school to hand over the book prizes
and scholarships, we also engage ourselves
in various get togethers, short day tours as
well as overnight tours to refresh our more
than 50 years of bonding as well as strong
friendship.

Close to our completing 50 years of
passing out from Hindu School after the
Higher Secondary Examinations in 2023, I
put forward the suggestion that we should
celebrate this Golden Jubilee by holding a
small function as well as publishing a
souvenir where recollections about our
school days would be recorded.

The idea was to preserve these
memories as a reference to our next
generation.

However, after undertaking this task we have encountered quite a few hurdles.
But finally, we have been able to put together in black and white a few school
memories by our batchmates who passed the HS Examinations in 1973.

I hope you will enjoy reading this small publication.

Gautam Ghosh (2022-2024)

A KISEE R




Evolution of ‘Hinduw Sciool Praktoni '73’
GAUTAM GHOSH
Founder Secretary of Hindu School Praktani ’73.

It was the afternoon of 10" October 2009. I was in a prolonged production
meeting at office when my mobile rang. The caller was Asim Jiban Basu, my
classmate in Hindu School. He briefly said that there was bad news. Startled, I
came out of the meeting and received the tragic news that our friend Dr Tapas
Sen was no more.

He had met with an accident at
Gangotri falling from the horse back
and getting thrown into the rough
waves of river at Gangotri. To make
matters worse, his body was till then
untraceable. Tapas was a very close
friend of mine and we used to sit
together from Class VII onwards. Those
days his family stayed at Arpuli Lane,
a bye lane just opposite the Calcutta
Medical College. Many of us used to
visit his home during our school days
ignoring the risk of moving along that
lane during Naxalite times. After
leaving school, we were in constant
touch. So much so, that just before he
met with the accident he came to our
home and we had a long adda session.
Imagine my incredulity at this
unexpected turn of events.

In the evening this news was flashed
in television as well as in newspapers
on the next day. After lot of trials the
body of Tapas was recovered and
brought to Kolkata on 12" October o
2009. Unfortunately, I could not join 37C3 \‘Bﬁﬂ M7,

him for his last journey but our other NTES JNT Iy
friends Swapan Bhattacharya, Prithwish i
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Basu, Dipankar Chakraborty and others were there to accompany him in his
last journey.

Earlier to this we had lost our two other dear friends Dipankar Majumdar in
a ghastly road accident as well as Dr Shambu Nath Moitra who suffered a
heart attack while travelling in train with others. There were some other deaths
such as those of Parimal Chakraborty and Salil Ghosh.

After some days in October 2009, probably on a Sunday morning, we assembled
at our friend Prithwish Basu’s home and decided that we must do something in
the memory of our deceased friends who were our dearest and closest friends in
the school. After all, nobody is immortal in this world and all of us have to depart
from this world one day.

It was decided that we would start an organization where everybody will
contribute a token amount and in the memory of our departed friends we will
organize book prizes worth Rs 5000 each for the first three School toppers of
Madhyamik Examination.

That was the beginning of our journey for ‘Hindu School Praktani '73’.
Meanwhile, we had to cross many hurdles to legitimize this entity and establish
it as a registered body under the Societies Registration Act of WB Govt. with
generous help from the then Head Master of the School and also the then Registrar
of the Society of WB Govt.

Our first prize distribution ceremony was held in the year 2010. After a few
years in the initial stage of our formation I got a surprise call from Canada from
Dr Debashish Chatterjee, 1971 batch, Hindu School HS and then IIT KGP
Electronics and Communication Engg of 1976 batch. Initially he sent us a lumpsum
amount to institute a prize in the memory of our late Mathematics Teacher Baren
Mukherjee Sir. Later on he along with his three HS 1971 batch friends constituted
prizes in the memory of our late Chemistry Teacher Kashinath Tripathy and
Biology Teacher Satyendranath Mukhopadhyay. After this, four of our batch
mates of HS "73 instituted a prize in memory of another versatile Mathematics
teacher Ajit Kumar Ghatak.

Later on, we also decided to institute prizes for toppers of Class VII, Class VIII
and Class IX to support their educational activities.

In the year 2023 we organized a program in honour of our teachers of Hindu
School of 70s, who were still alive and who could be contacted by us. During this
time, we came in touch with Mritunjoy Khan, our PT teacher during our school
days.

He attended our prize distribution ceremony of the year 2022, 2023 and 2024.
He was so impressed with our activity of instituting prizes in memory of our
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departed teachers that he himself contributed a lumpsum money specially to
institute a prize in the memory of our the then Head Master Satyananda Pramanick.

From a humble beginning the prize distribution ceremony of Hindu Schiool
Praktani '73 has now evolved into an important program in the Hindu School
calendar well supported by succeeding Head Master including the present one,
all teaching and non-teaching staff members as well as by students and also their
parents.

By establishing the scholarship of class VII, Class VIII and Class IX we could
identify the hidden gems who finally became school toppers in Madhyamik
Examination.

We have already crossed 15 years with “Hindu School Praktani 73" and hope we
will cross many more years to come.

Under the umbrella of “Hindu School Praktani '73” the bonding amongst all
batch mates of '73 HS have also became very strong and today all our friends are
members of ‘"Hindu School '73” extended family as we share all our joys and sorrow
together holding our hands in hand and supporting each other in the best possible
manner.
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My School Years : Hhe External lmpacts
Someswar Bhowmik

I still remember, when my parents got me admitted to Class I in Hindu School
in January 1962, how much I was brainwashed. Even at that tender age I was
made to feel not only fortunate but privileged also for the opportunity to study in
one of the best schools in West Bengal. I was then barely aware of its reputation as
an iconic institution. But as the days and months and years passed by, the aura
started taking roots in my head and heart. And it hasn’t left me even after [ passed
out fifty years ago.

Technically speaking, my school years began in January 1962, the 15th year of
India’s independence. But her Constitution came into effect in January 1950. So
1962 was the 12th year of India as a sovereign democratic republic, looking forward
optimistically and with enthusiasm to an era of rapid progress. The school years
came to an end in December 1972. By that time independent India had finished 25
years of her sovereign existence. But, for various reasons, the air of optimism of
the immediate post-independence years had by then been replaced by one of
despondency.

Since the Higher Secondary examinations were to be held in March-April 1973
and also some official works needed to be completed for registration with the
West Bengal Board of Secondary Education and also after the declaration of our
HS results, intermittent engagements with the school continued till August 1973.

The following is a selective account of historical events happening between
January 1962 and August 1973, and catching my imagination and attention while
I was progressing from childhood to late adolescence. This I thought would give
a sense of the impact those times had on me, complementing my academic and
extra-curricular experiences in school, which were aplenty. There is no denying
that Hindu School shaped a large part of my personality through a mixture of
strict discipline and quiet indulgence, and became an indelible part of my existence,
certainly during the school years but even after I left. Now wherever I go I always
carry Hindu School in me, always quietly hidden in my bosom but showing off
whenever opportunities arise. But I cannot also forget that the following external
events had affected me deeply during my school days and left their imprints on
my psyche. I can vouch with certainty that I was sensitized about these important
events by the teachers, both directly and indirectly. Through such actions they
opened before me a window to the world outside and new vistas. That was a
period to be easily excited and emotionally involved. And the triggers came from

fes v | 13



14 79fo7 AT

the teachers, to a large extent. This was indeed an important part of education
they imparted, apart from routine elements in the syllabus.

The following is indeed my personal trip down memory lane reflecting my
own taste and sensibility, which my peers may or may not share. The list below is
also my humble tribute to our teachers’ collective influence on our psyche. I refrain
from mentioning any individual name though.

But I should put on record one DISCLAIMER. Memory is a tricky business,
involving selective retention as well as rejection. The following list may not be
free from this problem. My humble submission is, if act(s) of serious omission
has(ve) happened it is unintentional.

1962 [Class I]

February 16 - Government of India constitutes the Indian National Committee
for Space Research (INCOSPAR) to conduct peaceful research on outer space,
with Vikram Sarabhai as the Chairman.

February 20 - Astronaut John Glenn becomes the first American in orbit. [Yuri
Gagarin of the USSR was the human in orbit on April 12, 1961.]

May 8 - Rabindra Bharati University established in the ancestral house of the
Tagores. Assembly elections also held along with Parliamentary Elections.

Congress wins handsomely and forms government under Dr. B C Roy.

May 13 - Eminent educationist Dr. Sarvapally Radhakrishnana become the
2nd President of India.

June 16 - Valentina Nikolayeva Tereshkova becomes the first woman in space.

June 17 - Brazil successfully defends its World Cup title, defeating
Czechoslovakia in the final in the Chilean capital of Santiago.

July 1 - Death of Dr. B. C. Roy, WB CM.
July 8 - Prafulla Chandra Sen becomes Chief Minister following Dr. Roy’s death.

September 4 - India wins football Gold Medal, defeating South Korea, in
Djakarta Asian Games.

October 20-November 21 - Sino-Indian conflict.

1963 [Class II]

February 20 - The West Bengal Board of Secondary Education Act 1963 passed
to establish a new Board of Secondary Education in the State of West Bengal.

August 5 - The first arms control agreement of the Cold War, the Limited Test
Ban Treaty of 1963 between the USA & the USSR signed.
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November 21 - India’s first ever successful rocket launch carried out from
Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station, Thiruvananthapuram (then
Trivundram), sending the NASA-built Nike-Apache rocket to space.

November 23 - US President John F. Kennedy assassinated.
1964 [Class III]

January - Riot in January 1964 affecting the whole of Calcutta, presumably in
retaliation to communal riots in East Pakistan. It was the first intense religious
violence in the city since the 1946 riots.

April 11 - Two Council members walks out of Communist Party of India
National Council triggering a split in the Communist Party of India.

May 27 - Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru dies after a five-month illness; he is
succeeded by Lal Bahadur Shastri.

Oct 21~ India wins Hockey Gold medal in Tokyo Olympic, defeating Pakistan.
1965

March 18 - Soviet Cosmonaut Alexei Leonov becomes the first person to perform
a spacewalk.

March 20 - Indo-Pakistan war erupts.

April - The 1st ever Higher Secondary Examination for Class XI held.

May 11 - Nearly 17,000 people die due to a cyclonic storm in East Pakistan.
May 26 - Dhanbad coal mine disaster kills 274.

August 23 - West Bengal Channa Sweets Control Order promulgated to counter
the dire situation of dairying in the state.

September 6-22 - A full-scale Indo-Pak war is fought.

1966 [Class V]

January 10 - Taskhent Treaty signed by Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri
India) and General Ayub Khan (Pakistan).
y

January 20 - Hindu School set to complete 150 years in 1967. Year-long
celebrations kick off.

January 11 - PM Lal Bahadur Shastri dies under mysterious circumstances in
Taskhent.

January 24 - Homi Jehangir Bhabha, widely regarded as the ‘father of India’s
nuclear programme’, dies in a plane crash near Mont Blanc.
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April 6 - Mihir Sen swims across Palk Strait. He crowns this feat of becoming
the only man in history to have swam the oceans of five continents in a single
calendar year.

April 26 - City of Taskhent completely destroyed by an earthquake of 7.5
magnitude.

June 2 - US spacecraft Surveyor 1 soft-lands on moon.

July 30 - England wins FIFA World Cup by defeating then West Germany.
With failed monsoon for two successive years 1965 and 1966 India was staring at
the face of an unprecedented food crisis.

1967 [Class VI]
January 20 - The series of year-long sesquicentennial celebrations ends.

February 25 - The assembly elections conducted on that day lead to the end of
Congress rule and the assumption of office by a non-Congress United Front
Government, led by Ajoy Mukherijee.

March 3 - Beginning with a peasant uprising in the hamlet of Naxalbari, this
Marxist- Leninist rebellion spreads in the North Bengal countryside. The guerrillas
operate among the impoverished peasants, fighting both the government security
forces and private paramilitary groups funded by wealthy landowners. Fightings
take place in West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa and Madhya
Pradesh. Known as the Spring Thunder the Naxalite movement begins to affect
the middle class and the intelligentsia, living deep scars in society.

May 13 - The renowned educationist Dr. Zakir Hussain elected the 3rd President
of India.

June 5 - Six-day war between Israel and Egypt begins amid worldwide protest.

June 27 - First indigenously manufactured turboprop aircraft HS748 handed
over to Indian Airlines.

October 10 - Outer Space Treaty, a treaty that forms the basis of innumerable
space laws, comes into force.

November 21 - The United Front government under Ajoy Mukherjee dismissed.
A Progressive Democratic Alliance Front government under Prafulla Chandra
Ghosh sworn in.

December 3 - Cardiac surgeon Dr. Christian Bernard performs the first human
heart transplant in Cape Town, South Africa.

December 11 - The 6.6 magnitude Koynanagar earthquake shakes western India
with a maximum Mercalli intensity of VIII (Severe), killing 177-180 and injuring 2,272.
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1968 [Class VII]

February 19 - PDAF government resigns.

February 20 - President’s Rule imposed in West Bengal.

April4 -The US Civil & Equal Rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King assassinated.

April-May - Several hundred students of Columbia University protest US’s
Vietnam War. Students and police clash in Paris’ Latin Quarter, resulting in
prolonged political unrest. Student activism and mass demonstrations happen in
Poland, West Germany, Mexico, Italy and elsewhere.

August 21 - The USSR-led Warsaw Pact troops invade Czechoslovakia to scuttle
the short-lived Prague Spring of liberalization and reforms.

October - Summer Olympics held in Mexico City, marked by protests by Black
American athletes against racial discrimination in the USA. India wins Bronze
medal in field hockey, behind Pakistan and Australia.

December 24 - Three astronauts, Jim Lovell, Bill Anders and Frank Borman,
become the first humans to orbit the moon aboard Apollo 8.
1969 [Class VIII]

January 25 - The 1st ever US-North Vietnamese peace talk begins clandestinely
in Paris.

February 9 - Mid-term election held in West Bengal, with United Front winning
a landslide victory and forming government under Ajoy Mukherjee on February
25. Boeing 747, the world’s largest aeroplane makes its 1st commercial flight.

March 2 - First Concord supersonic jet test flight conducted.

April 4 - Dr. Denton Cooley, an American cardiothoracic surgeon, performs
the first implantation of a temporary artificial heart.

June 17 - Boris Spassky defeats Tigran Petrosian to become World Chess Champion
in Moscow, after a 23-game tie.

July 19 - The Government of India nationalizes 14 private banks of the country.

July 20 - Apollo 11 lands on moon with Neil Armstrong and James Aldrin.
Armstrong becomes the first human to walk on moon. Aldrin the second.

August 15-18 — The Woodstock Festival is held near White Lake, New York,
involving some of the top rock musicians of the era.

August 21 - After a year-long operation in Czechoslovakia the Prague Spring
in finally beaten.

August 24 - V'V Giri becomes the 4th President of India.
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October-November - Hundreds of thousands of people take part in anti-Vietnam
War demonstrations across the USA.

October 29 - The first message is transmitted over ARPANET developed wide-
area packet-switched network connected to computers with TCP/IP protocol suits.
It was the forerunner of the internet.

November 19 - Apollo 12 astronauts Charles Conrad and Alan Bean become
the third and fourth humans to walk on moon. Pele scores his 1,000th goal in
professional football.

1970 [Class IX]

January 5 - The 7.1 Mw Tonghai earthquake shakes Tonghai County, Yunnan
province, China, with a maximum Mercalli intensity of X (Extreme). Between
10,000 and 14,621 are killed and 30,000 injured.

March 5 - The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty goes into effect, after ratification
by 56 nations.

March 16 - The UF government dismissed and President’s Rule imposed in
West Bengal, keeping the Assembly alive.

March 31 - NASA’s Explorer 1, the first American satellite and Explorer program
spacecraft, reenters Earth’s atmosphere after 12 years in orbit.

May 26 - The Soviet Tupolev Tu-144 becomes the first commercial transport to
exceed Mach 2.

June 1 - Soyuz 9, a two-man spacecraft, was launched by the Soviet Union. The
two-man crew of Andriyan Nikolayev and Vitaly Sevastyanov breaks the five-
year-old space endurance record held by Gemini 7, with nearly 18-day flight. The
flight tested, for a longer period of time than any other, the capacity of the hardware
and the human crew to negotiate the long-term exposure to space conditions.

June 21 - Brazil defeats Italy to win the 1970 FIFA World Cup in Mexico City,
and was awarded the original Jules Rimet Trophy (used since 1930) perpetually,
after this their 3rd win.

July 12 - The Norwegian bio-scientist Thor Heyerdahl’s papyrus boat Ra II
arrives in Barbados from the west coast of Africa, to demonstrate the possibility
of contact between widely separated ancient peoples.

July 30 - The West Bengal State Assembly was dissolved, President’s Rule
continues.

November 10-13 - A 120-mph (193 km/h) tropical cyclone forms over Bay of
Bengal and makes landfall in Bhola in modern-day Bangladesh around high tide,
killing over 500,000 people (considered the 20th century’s worst cyclone disaster).
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It gives rise to the temporary island of New Moore / South Talpatti. It partially
ravages Tripura and Assam in India.

December 27 - President of India V. V. Giri declares new elections for 5th Lok
Sabha.

1971 [Class X]

January 5 - The first ever One Day International cricket match is played between
Australia and England at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.

January 25 - Intelsat IV (F2) launched; it enters commercial service over the
Atlantic Ocean March 26.

February 20 - The chairman of All India Forward Bloc, Hemanta Kumar Basu
murdered by political opponents in West Bengal.

March 7 - Awami League leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman launches the non-
cooperation movement in East Pakistan.

March 10 - India defeats West Indies in Port of Spain Trinidad for the first time
ever to clinch the rubber 1-0. Sunil Gavaskar creates world record for scoring 774
runs in four tests. Ajit Wadekar is the Captain.

March 25 - The Pakistani army starts Operation Searchlight in the then East

Pakistan at midnight after President Yahya Khan nullifies election results that
gave the Awami League an overwhelming majority in the parliament; start of the
1971 genocide, ending the non- cooperation movement.

March 27 - East Pakistan’s independence is repeatedly declared by army major
(later president of Bangladesh) Ziaur Rahman on behalf of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
from Kalurghat Radio Station, Chittagong.

April 2-June 28 - Another short-lived stint of Ajoy Mukherjee government in
West Bengal, after which President’s Rule is re-imposed on 29 June.

April 17 - The People’s Republic of Bangladesh is formed under Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at Mujibnagor.

April 19 - The provisional government of Bangladesh takes asylum in India,
starting operation from West Bengal.

April 24 - An estimated 200,000 people in Washington, D.C., and a further
125,000 in San Francisco march in protest against the Vietnam War.

May 31 - The birth of Bangladesh is declared by a Government-in-exile in
territory formerly part of (East) Pakistan.

July 31 - Apollo 15 astronauts David Scott and James Irwin become the first to
ride in the Lunar Roving Vehicle, a day after landing on the Moon.
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August 9 - India signs a 20-year treaty of friendship and cooperation with the
Soviet Union.

August 24 - India defeats England in the third and the final Test at the Oval.
This happens to be India’s first victory ever on the English soil.

August 25 - The former East Pakistan and eastern Bengal are flooded; thousands
flee the area.

September 29 - A cyclone in the Bay of Bengal, in Orissa State in India, kills
10,000.

October 14 - Greenpeace is founded in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
November 15 - Intel releases the world’s first microprocessor, the Intel 4004.

November 23 - The People’s Republic of China takes the Republic of China’s
seat on the United Nations Security Council.

December 3 - 17 December: India and Pakistan fight their second major war.

December 6 - India recognises Bangladesh as a free and sovereign state through
declaration made by Indira Gandhi in parliament.

December 16 - Victory Day of Bangladesh: 93,000 persons of the Pakistan Army
surrender to the Joint Force i.e. Mukti Bahini (Freedom Force) and the Indian

Armed Forces, officially ending the Bangladesh Liberation War and creating the
new nation state of Bangladesh.

December 21 - Privy Purses bestowing privileges and allowances to the former
rulers of native states under British Rule abolished by the 26th Amendment of
Constitution.

1972 [Class XI]

February 28 - U.S. President Richard Nixon's visit to the People’s Republic of
China concluded with the two countries issuing the Shanghai Communiqué,
pledging to work toward the full normalization of diplomatic relations.

March 11 - After a highly controversial Legislatives Assembly election in West
Bengal, a Congress government under Siddhartha Sankar Ray assumes office on
20 March after President’s Rule is lifted.

May 01 - India’s coal mines nationalized.

June 05 - World Environment Day began at the World Environment Conference
organized by the United Nations General Assembly.

July 02 - Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and President of Pakistan Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto signed the Shimla Agreement.
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August 28 - General Insurance Business Nationalized in India.

September 01 - Bobby Fisher, Grandmaster of American chess, became the 11th
world - winning champion, when he defeated Russian Boris Spasky in a match
that was widely promoted as a conflict of the Cold War.

September 5 - Palestinian extremists infiltrate athletes” dormitories at the
Munich Summer Olympic Village, an attack that results in murder of 11 Israeli
athletes and coaches and a German police officer, setting off an international crisis.

September 10 - India win Olympic Hockey Bronze medal, behind West
Germany and Pakistan.

December 23 - The two-hour earthquake in Managua, the capital of Nicaragua,
devastated life and killed about ten thousand people.

1973 [Passing out year]

January 1 - The United Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland and Denmark enter
the European Economic Community, which later becomes the European Union.

January 27 - U.S. involvement in the Vietham War ends with the signing of the
Paris Peace Accords.

April 3 - The first handheld mobile phone call is made by Martin Cooper of
Motorola in New York City.

July 16 — Watergate scandal: Former White House aide Alexander Butterfield
informs the United States Senate Watergate Committee that President Richard
Nixon had secretly recorded potentially incriminating conversations.

July 23 - Results of our Higher Secondary Examinations are declared. The race
for getting admission into reputed colleges/universities/institutions begin.

At the end of it all, I cross over with trepidation to the even more venerable
Presidency College. A new chapter in life begins.
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Hindw Scihool — The Name 1y Enougliv
Swapan Bhattacharya

I can very well recollect the abundance of joy and sense of relief my parents
had received on that day about 60 years back when they got the information
confirming my selection for admission in Class III of Hindu School, Kolkata - in
1964. That was the time when they - and, in fact, almost all of our relatives, had
been struggling to settle down in our country absolutely afresh after leaving
whatever they had in their previous country - viz. East Pakistan (now Bangladesh).
The state had been leading from the front in rebuilding our nation and the entire
generation of this migrated population, still basking in the satisfaction of playing
a significant role during the fight for freedom of our country, was ready to do
whatever needed to be done, in helping the state towards this process of nation
building. However, like every member of this migratory population, the bottom
line for realization of whatever dreams my parents had to ensure reasonable
standard of life in future was to arrange for ‘quality education’ for their kids. As
representatives of a population with humble background, they had no idea about
Indian school education system at that time. However, based on whatever
information they could assimilate, they were confident about one aspect - getting
their son admitted to Hindu School would be the first step - and, by far, a major
one - in fulfilling their dreams. That was “Hindu School’ for all of us - the name
was enough - and, in spite of many ups and downs during the last several decades,
this name still stands tall and sounds same sweet, melodious and of course,
nostalgic to me - and I do believe, to all the alumni of this great Institution -
where the name is enough and it does not require any qualifier or substantiation.

At the outset, let me make an unambiguous submission without any pre-
qualifier - whatever I am today and wherever I am today - has its roots in the
training received during school days - of course, in sync with the ethos and value
system inherited from family and absorbed from society. Seamless integration of
individual aspiration, family expectation and societal responsiveness is by no
means any trivial job. This issue has to be addressed right at the formative stage
of life during school days - as otherwise it may result in social tension and sub-
optimal performance of nation. It is precisely in this perspective that training we
have received during school days helped us in negotiating various challenges
during the journey of life for 50+ years post-school. This intangible aspect of the
ambience within school has been the most significant contribution of this great
Institution in shaping our life.
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To highlight the salient features of training received during my school days
from traditional ‘academic’ perspectives, we had been made to understand -
‘science’ is not merely a subject to learn, rather a way of life - teaches to concentrate
on developing an acumen to enhance power of observation rationally and logically
with analytical mindset. Similarly, ‘history’ is not just an assimilation of huge amount
of information, rather this study helps understand the evolution of ‘Indianism” as a
philosophy through seamless absorption of various cultures over centuries of years
- and, showcasing the power of “unity in diversity’ to the entire world. It can very
well be said that our training in mathematics - in breadth as well as in depth - had
been amongst the best at that time. It is from our teachers in Mathematics that  had
learnt about the significance of the process followed in solving a problem - and, in
fact, in many instances the process may be more important than the final solution.
This particular aspect resulted in consistently good results of our students - in
subjective as well as competitive examinations. If I remember correctly, our school
had atleast 2 students in the merit list of top 10 of overall category in school leaving
examination conducted (after successful completion of studies in Class XI in school)
by West Bengal Board of Higher Secondary Education - every year since the
commencement of 11yr Higher Secondary System in 1959 till the year of school
leaving examination of our batch, viz. 1973.

Greatness of a school primarily depends on its ability to create and provide a
platform where its students can mix up amongst themselves without any impact
of individual social and/ or financial background. Precisely this is the characteristic
where our beloved school had evolved as a role model over many decades - of
course, simultaneously maintaining highest level of academic standards with
impeccable consistency - and thereby developing a large number of successful
alumni members in practically every sphere of life - social, academic, industrial,
bureaucratic etc. - all over India and abroad. It is also to be noted that pursuing
academics with highest level of seriousness and concentration did not distract
our students from the concerns of vast population of our country struggling to
live at least some minimum level in quality of life.

In our days, admission windows for our school were available mainly in several
Classes I, III, VI - with provision for a few entries at higher class. It is so amazing
to recollect the ease with which any new entrant could easily mingle with an
existing class in no time. Participation in football in the ground floor open space
during whatever little time we had during classes would provide an opportunity,
together with several other such channels, to develop a sense of bonding amongst
students with widely diversified backgrounds and entry points to school. It is so
amazing to note, that strength and intensity of bonding amongst us still remain
even after 50+yrs since we have come out of our school.
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Now that 50 long years have passed since we have completed our school days,
it is quite natural for the school education system to evolve through significant
changes in the meantime. Expectations of the society from a school have also
made paradigm shift. “Education’ is now practically labelled as a “product’ and
‘student” as a ‘customer’. Pursuing studies in mother tongue has been made to be
perceived as weakness of a student - even though time-tested observation clearly
indicates how our school education based on the language and culture of our
roots played hugely pivotal role in developing a large base of alumni in building
successful career with distinction. Typical terminologies applicable for a market-
driven economy like ‘product development’, ‘customer satisfaction’, “‘market
creation and management” and so on have also become associated with school
education - overtly or covertly. While not denying the importance of study beyond
school hours, the dangerous trend of undermining the importance of classroom
teaching being accorded legitimacy by the society is alarming. I do remember,
with profound respect and pride, our school teachers and feel myself extremely
fortunate in getting the opportunity of attending their lectures in classroom. It
can be documented, with reasonable amount of confidence, that the level of lectures
generally made by our school teachers in classes would be extremely difficult to
be matched by the lectures available outside classes - and hence, these out-of-
school classes can at most be considered as a supportive role to whatever is taught

in school. Furthermore, phenomenal advancements in technology have led to
deployment of various kinds of fancy advertisements and communication channels
to the extent - where parents and students are very often confused in choosing
proper school and methods of study.

Finally, it may not be unreasonable to say - a ‘good” institution ensures its
students to have a successful career - and a ‘great’ institution creates great
personalities with eternal human values - and that’s where “Hindu School” shines
as a role model for the society in terms of ‘greatness’.




A2 Tt g
R Qe

oL I | SRR TR I | 99e SHRIET @1 A7 I | 0 g S
TS g SR | SN SR A1 AT 279 T 24w T 11 T | TR DI 55 0 Witz
el (ofwfet e Tonifr | o2ee AT SNGT I @1l = |

SNLTRIGT S-SR G WoTes PfoiEa @ItT | Qe (A0F I8 T TN NZ8W
SN SIS P02 | ST RGN 2T FCe TR |

QIR ST AL A SO BT AT | (37 HNT QLRI TS 67 (@A AN S
%m | G FAGITS AGPRAN TG 2T | TR SN 07 2T | A N A G ASFNA!
W—Wﬂﬁi‘wwﬁmmmmm me|

@iz 7 [GE Te A —fAS sl a7 wSieT | (e =M% 20 (0 21Ge |
AN NS (O ATH AT (ATF | T 2 @R (16T T ST Qo101 | G 7261 A0 |
TreTHIF A0 TR0 (T 2IT%fR IR (T e |

O 2 2E5EE AN M 96 #iw see Fee e | e e sk o | @3
TN "GO FRZ TR F0& | Fe 5o e vew! Hif o Sro mrest aies w22 st simmg
PG | GG PG 1IN | A GTAATIE (I ffomriad (12 | Soiag O Sraiel Sixlswy i

gog e | 59




60 |fos tere

2R IR | S TSI SIS ST6 e 0 (of5t 9ebl #iweT | Al =17 07 %7 2 | e Rt
AR W 2RI | 2f12ifis sAfasw cira o <ot ar e forets Feteer | g =nfit figei |
S SRR (T T SIS Bl AR F 2 ARSI @A 2101 |

o4 fofet St 1! R et e #Ie witamiaE (BRI ite It 2ol 5119 (ot
FREZ I FICT NI et | afness A1 oltes AR 2SR SoRT—TTIT O Tl ATerR

TSR ST 2 (A A | ot AT
Niferr, Sreffe Sz =t v 2f) et w2 (e
NG (51 IOCHA | Y-1] 27 (6 IR
29 Y RPC ot S ez |

307 77 N AT IR SeTlot FICE |
G (R0 PP S 958 0o SR FIGR O it
2% | TR 2o | wie S rorrs gL
M 97 IR | T3 GTIRIGHR 71 reiren  HIHR
26T | OIFA (AT SIS @ FFAT IPHIATHBET POy
A G TSNS TN | TSP Wl Mgt
o1 G DI AFE FAGRG FET Wl et
2 A | :
12T | TP G I (ST AT (O
R IRE ETSlal 2eafRel | 8Yitag 4%
CoNIgRANTETS Bistl @ Wfbx tofd orrest Afbre
T Sfoes] gRIRe | G AIBE SHE “gfog
SR ST 2 SR |

QYN (Ot Tt e |

DY AE S 20 S50 AN THAGIRE T 2317 217 2Arerae F0wg for fon owig
BT AT | @ GRIAARNCE TATS | FHCFG (ATF T R SRR | AR 7@ S0
Romeete afofie |

FER SIS ST 26T 7 SO (T IR | 9¥s [y sf@res Y7 el SRS
T TGN R | AT 20-GF N I2F IEIAR AR Wfere 23 | of7re Frvorg
e fafers rafes g =it | ST YRSERTR MR SN ST AT
frcs @feiea beil




S Ao© JTLF

(12 $oua AR I | DS S FHo1 15 FreT 7S | S MR 37 *14 (=S 2 Foe
AT | 12 SHICHRHE (536 T 1 PICH 1 2ol | A7 el QA (W0 GR6] Toa (Ta{w
VI-C. 15 wo T TG, FiE A T (A0F G0t | @3 ST Rt e ke qest
(PRI VI-A @ VI-B. SI1ETI5| 251 1 AL, RT ©IR G116 @I SIS, 7j3 SNz (5T (oS
AL | 92 TG F 200 SR OR6 e |

ST PICT G5! Tl ST 47 ST SNCZ | (761 26T SIS SAFHE SO (A9 | 2w
TRCAZ €3 GIG! (AN ST IRACH 777 (o1 127, 6T ey S 974 FOoT (AT S| | IBIbe
SIS v (AT G (AN Al 2rafee, [5G foT0h G gres 12 9 e «ab! g1
ZCAMRE | S T9 SIS w11 T, SISIR S 28 SI0va S0 TR %I 2o €3 (o112 |
G N S S| 27 FCoTa FRGICHR AN G B0 AT | A ©24 GCo1 T2 47
Bie] et | @5, 2 S0 (RUETa1 WAl (A2 (6 (A2 (oITF AT, 2 S 2R EIFeifa
AR U] ST (S5 FC | 92, Fe (5 A2I2 T (RCAMA W SeTw] S A Sy
TS 0 | €3 GLHI2 43 e &Iell | (11 FCeT Al R0 26171 (3 FeT0e <11 | 717y =1t =5,
ST e TS (A FCO| Tl IBIC FCACR— ©ICS 13 | ST FPeT©l 26T I RIGCAs FAT©
(G5 | SIS S0 23 11 €3 I ARGIIC G5 (Il T (281 (@ GITas (TS0 2 Foom
41T FICZ SPICS AT | SER6! G 419!l e (@ ARGSRre i A2iz 91 1G22 3 F0o 519 2% |
SIS S0 23 FOoTa S reiol 2@z v RFCeifiiGia GIAIda sea ARFTS! | STITCE FOerd 7007 %y
G3R Ao s | I (ROT FIF TN, A0 A, SAfere A, Jeliet A, FH=iel A, Fefere A,
QT A1 2R A 12 e e e 9 @i g fReeTe | 198 (@It swsiifoy fast
I, AT QG T Ol (AT IS 91T TCo! T AACACZ | %@ AGITNL 73, S0
91 G2 FToo! SR FABCF T FCACE MRS FAI SIT 7= s |

SR e N1 e 9108 | 0! SN *[g AT Sl f2e 1, @FAe aFve
SIS (BRI (11K (20T (FCHAICE Al (RS SH9S 97 f2e | SINens @51 Res siisefel et
FIT [ 2ETR T AT BICACHF STICH G5! ARANTAF 4 0w (oB10oiG 1 | SIroid 951
AIGTCEI2 TITT (ST * T 9 ZLo FICT A0 I | GG SKFCo 6T SN 4 Wil {2a | S
SR AR (EIFSTIR 211 S8l ST G 2S ©16! IL51 FeTsheass ST | Sifsl (oo

TG S0 il |
RICERGE IS




62 I74fo1 s

e g2 REE O M 2Tz | SN 94 F91 A2 A | Bt 26! @renz | @&
(RITE (AT (FT GG (SHCH TITE, “a<F (@BEL...” | ST AN TS AT FIA 1S S GITAA,
“g...” | ABCH T S JellsT A (05 ANDRCeT | FT FBCAT (T (ZEASTANE QAN FIC
B 771 TS S0 Weer | 20T 9L oy FIOW =iaerd (o6 | & eves | = @i 225 FeE
OO @I PIBCE! | 0T GF6! Tow ST %7 2o |

e, G, ARNECH AGI O S5 T4 ARG Gelog, Oae 2 Fel FieA il
TS OF Tege e RETA GeTge FACZ | A AT RS SR FA SR,
G (I 2R BT TCO A |

3 (S GFGAF P 4T T ACCR | STog G | (510w, 5j3l, Shoe] SN =S &gz gfoa
P T (AT 2500 2600 B 93 FA00 FA0© G Fao | RIIHIEW (QAITTT (IS (ATF Sroe
Tren RSN TS Blet (0ol O ! iU gra Nifemost ASICET M (ol | $roeg
S S N (A2 ST (72 W, o7 (BRI 9¥=€ (51T I |

G AACHCH 7 I, SIS teen age SR U2 Fol GRCH2 IO | AL AT
SR PRl (dll, IS (RN (@RI (=0 07 2 2[TAiefze (], SR G
(AN —ITAPRE AHIRe I3 o1 S0 | INER ©ICF TS Y36 20T (910F, 74 IR 2 I 30

ATT 1 193 T (FC Bz e At =i sretecs {0 fee siita oo wiifst s @re vizcal
I FA SR, T (AT BRI S 71 2N IR | O A BI2 SR ST
SAPBREHEE, TR TGRS [0l S SR 21 e |




e e gte
ceifemie wiee

“F 9l S, P #AICI! NS ST |
TG TR (TS O SO |17

T2 T Qe ol S oicgTog o1 fon srotia 2foaitr « (b ¢(oy i1 | o SIsid oo
@B TR ST ST ATTIRE S5pu8 (ATF SpaL WK, T AfFeifore wifs =is enfst | ssa
2T Ateifer sremity «iHfbfe 2 Fem via, I G “fZWEe” product, AR el 29
FA LR | 7K W 0! (e @ Wi, FC2 AT 7, AO7b® bw, S A q27
FANTSTT AL 2T S F A0 THTT TSI 29T | 9N AT ¢ ¢ T2 ACAE, (T 928 76
539 I {0312 Gl (T FoR |

L8 - o (ZCET FIA 111-B TS | L SANGIF 7, oA« OGO, F3e ¥, (=12 (K,
o1 (T, SR ST ; AR SIS w3, Ffofm, afsfe afqw ifas; ¢ at #1feq Giaa
(AT TE FI SIS (AT TIANCEAF B | 2[TACA (RCTR TN Class-1 A Class-11 (ATF 20T
GTARE SITHE (OO (STTOF (AT, AT 5FTel, G SR, el 17, {27 Sres,
Stefess i@, (R SHIBI SIS SCACE SIS AN G 2T Class-1IV @ | S ST
51 fee Ted Ferro @It R Femifa %o, sifafcs Qialie, stio wia (=I5 sl | 22w
IR ©12 GF; T B! FOCE 2I077 IZ9CA G| SIRE AT (FLORE SR S[fE
TR -2 AIETIR | 203 AT YRR AT A9 I AT FCETH @R, AR SR NS F
FAC | FCACE A9 |

SN AGTCAF e WIS baby-bloomers, SINITHE AR Al WPRFOIT A1 FiHTOIF Are
ol G 510G 9M10h coftel wite | 7SR (@ ACw2 A T (&9 @ 16 (IR 77 | S0
FCZ OLE IAGIL, NBLHET P 26, FCARTILI PGl Ieged, JHWM 7, [gfowe
IEIA, <o, AnAaie 0, et fig, M seasl @fogy @iy (@t | aig-Fel,
frcestt, Sibtea waite iffts Mwiert Bt ATt | 917 e (@ qretafes sz 5efF =t
&, AGIfeT O W2 T FC FL FH0O AT |

e fifaRel-fifaRsal @k sifererl @01 Tod Sl T SINIchE (rTed | THRR Gl
fffotaa (oetae a6 Tl (Tl St (B10a FoI0F | 9f5-[Apifere e (otafz = <ien,
5 =PI T | SIERAIGT TGIe w1 SeTe(ta sii2f, (AR N @7 976! 77 2I0ex
R | T I FACE A1 M 208 R ST PR (M T 20F A IICIE2 AW SCard
FACS AR | ST G5! SN et IS SN et foss SRelE Safod SNt SRWICS, (I5!

WW' 63




64 7o I

PRSI SIS S SR g TSI 220l ARITS 2N, O it Teps e g el
S TSI FACT (TR (012 ST YN | SR IS 21 FCERGre] Folef 475 200,
T TIER TR fterE Fi&Ie g S0 AR AN ; Ol I SIS Foes |

SR @IS IR 43 G5! FozE ARRIER (TS S | S AR mreits ke
QoI BT QR | ATICHIIG! ot S11stifEs Tafea amsiig 21t | 7S Feea apioifs ssma
TR 2ITHE TS 2T | 02 2 21 AR g 61 AN (I =1 | FRICE I 212 (=ifelts w1 o
o (MfelTe Tots1 F6! 21 5 | N [ThteT (06 e (0 Saiehiz (iR | 1@ BT 61
AT EGF S-Sl A 2SS 9Yfet Al @, A qrftae [ER Petg Fig (A0 el g9-3f76
(RS *II GRS e BRRCea ST |

SR 2iores Al Feeianiol e fet @t | [eg TS 13z [aweeal o ootz Afew
MG T© | S ATICHAIG] TR 3T 575 QSN T SIS N2ALCIC SISl 26 | (]
FE PR R ST S 3062 2o, (@9fTeT N 2CATRe SRETe SINcd FI0s #119ta | 11
CIRITA 29 GGG STCe <0 i | BT < i 1t oo fitaify ©f Siteve A14Ts (oitafz wiie
AL | AT ACTIA FUCA FACA AT (TS, STF S AL FACANZ 9ol AT |
QBN 2R Ul AT G 78 F( (T W (0O Z0l, FACH] S W o3 520
2, SN AF T2 FACHGF ZIF = (T |

AT BT S SR 26T (H12 YT T2 (R S 908 32 2181 | e e 90,
e, 27w, Wi5s, [oree, ¥k O 2ibe feet 2z, Erael ¢ SiFe Ed FIOR foa
TICAB | S5V (T FET Seo IZF S ToFCH ST AT RGACTT ANC 2 T3
AL AN 2T €T S5 TopRI#/ FCATRE | 7T 3520 INCE IF TGO 7019 S
SR FEFGAR; FA6F AT WS *IZCF ARGIACHT S8 G5 FCeTa AL Syfeet
BfBreMw FIC= (@loimis FA1 | Siced ¢fb AW wiadt arifee Rrets ames 7E RS @3k
GIRWLRIT G5 AT SR RITHE e | 928 5 sife; «fEwl, 2@, oo, e
(RCTEI T SITEl 9T S 6, G5! ST 22w Sfoeee] | €3 =2 A AfGreal safim
SN giuel FIOIC @F0] KRG AT 2fe |

O CLFGETI 43 G5! S IR et =1 | 920 G (@115 (6 29, ST O 2iiEerjal
(F (& It o foat Sttt | s Teeren fFreaiz Soors esig Fixw ez froim | azmd
e Lame-man-4F inter-class FIb*a 2© S1F @2[(77 FICT (ATH! 0 ISR (L&l Lo |
FCE (RO FeT ¥ REA AR GFAT] S92 | (257 HeTCS! (H-JFHCE ST 6 | Class X-4
G I (ol *F 2L SO FIT (GIFIG SRS 27 F7 TH ST 7130 last-bench-
Q TR Gl WG FAC (TR | S ST AR AE N I 2SR S
e wivl-Trer Sw | Irel =EaE [F @It coe Ty @2 *(ifF (ot GIb! Siere TeTw
(ENCST ST 2 |




gioq A | 65

5 99-9 T QT 77 (AT TR BIT! | 2 S 101 2e1 F070q 46w S nfel iaced
fafem maie | 93w forel (2t fororsz Beiifars o #ifa5w | et (i @3 Sqcaiail (ol 33 g
20Ty | SR e AR (ACF @G 9T ([CAR O SIfeTslbl 95 20 S0 IR (FRLT
fom a2 Sl 0 =z |

(12 7jAIe (2 T GFHICE
BIF! 90T 719 °< GG ST |




My Golden Years
1962 t0-1973 in Huwmdw School
Gautam Ghosh

Ijoined Hindu School in Class I in the year 1962, It was precisely on 2nd January
1962 when in the 1% floor of Hindu School 1* left corner room we 30 friends of
Class I batch 1962 assembled. Our class Teacher was Sri Purnendu Mukherjee
who probably used to teach us Bengali.

During the decades of Sixties and Seventies Hindu School was a stellar school
having its own pride as well as legacy of producing brilliant students every year.
There was not a single year till probably 1975 when in the first 10 places of Higher
Secondary toppers at least 2 or 3 students will be from Hindu School irrespective
of the Stream I,e Science, Technical, Commerce and Humanities. Hence there was
severe competition to join this school. I distinctly remember about 700 students
appeared for the Class I entrance examination and 30 students were finally selected
for admission in Class L.

Out of 30 friends over the years many had to leave school due to their academic
results not suiting the progression of Academic Standards of Hindu School but
still we totaling 11 friends continued our journey till the Higher Secondary
Examination of 1973 (the then HS Examination was after the end of Class XI final
tests). The friends who completed all these eleven years with me were Biplab
Bhowal, Someswar Bhowmick, Prasad Banerjee, Dipankar Chakraborty,
Tirthankar Mitra, Ashis Halder, Atanu Banerjee, Rana Roy, Sukumar Mukherjee
, Aditya Boral and myself.

While studying at Jadavpur University Mechanical Engg at 5" year Professor
of Machine Tools told us in a class that “ School and College years are your golden
age and when you will go for jobs it will be Stone age”. While in the prime of the
youth at the age of 22 years we laughed at this statement of Prof Asit Baran
Chattopadhyay but later on when we entered the professional field I realized that
yes our School years were really Golden Years of our life.

The experience of studying at Hindu School was really a great feeling and
bondage of friendship. Even after 50 years of leaving our school and entering
different professions we are still in regular touch with majority of the above friends
and with their families. During the course of time we got introduced to several
new friend who joined in Class III, Class V, Class VI and Class IX. We still maintain
a close contact with 30 friends who passed out Higher Secondary Examination
from Hindu School in 1973.
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When we joined the School Kanai Lal Mukhopadhyay was our Head Master
who was President’s award winner for Best Teacher. Shailo Ranjan Gupta was
Morning Section Teacher In Charge. Most of the teachers in the morning section
were Lady teachers like Asha di, Meena di, Bina di, Indira di ,Rama di,Kana di
and our teachers were Dharani babu, Upen Babu , Purnendu Babu, Biresh Babu
Akshoy Babu etc. The discipline in the school was quite strict and we had to
assemble by 6 or 6.30 AM in the morning during Summer time and probably by 7
AM in the winter session and we had school up to 10.30 AM from Monday to
Friday and probably Saturdays probably we had early offs. The love and affection
we got from all these teachers are still etched in my mind. Once I remember at
class V half yearly Examination on Bengali Paper day I had high fever but I insisted
with my mother that I had to go to school for appearing in the examination. We
reached school on time and mother went and told Kana di that I am suffering
from high fever but she told my mother do not worry I will take care of your son.
During the whole examination time every now and then she came and kept her
hand on my forehead to check my temperature with the same motherly care.

Apart from studies we were made to learn Drawings by Biresh Babu who was
a hard task master and used to give punishment on our skulls with punch of lot of
rings in his hands if the sketch is not up to the mark. Unfortunately as my sketching
or drawing was no good at those days I had got those wraps on many occasions.
Then Dharani Babu was our Music Teacher from Class II or Class III we were
taught several Rabindra Sangeet like “Ananda Loke Mangala Loke” etc but he
was also a hard task master and if there is a disruption in the song he used to
throw duster on the specified student who had missed the line . Our friend Atanu
Banerjee had to take some of his duster throw a couple of times.

The only missing item was not having a proper play ground in the school except
we had a Cement floored ground in the ground floor where we used to play during
the tiffin time but our Annual Sports etc used to be held in Presidency College
Ground and some practices for Sports etc we used to have on Hare School ground.

In 1967 we got promoted to Class VI and moved to Day Section from the
Morning Section and from class III onwards we used to have two sections Section
A and B. From Class VI we had three sections i.e Section A, Section B and Section
C. The Class timings got changed from 11 AM to 4.30 PM.In Class VI a new groupof
about 30 students joined in Section C. There was strict discipline in the school and
after retirement of Kanai Babu a new Head Master Satyananda Pramanick joined
the school as Head Master

That year was a remarkable year as the Math paper of Annual Examination
was so stiff that almost 90% students got barely the pass mark of 30 . The High
standards and the bench marking of Hindu School with the other schools got
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started from this year. There was a huge uproar from guardians in the school
regarding such a difficult setting of the paper but we could understand that now
this will be the rule of the game if you want to prosper your educational career in
this school.

Then from class VIII we used to have scramble for getting Science Stream as in
those days unless you can become Engineer or Doctor your family used to have
lot of social stigma like “ E baba tomarchele Science pelo a tahole ki hobe ?” Within
the course of 50 years the situation has changed and many new opportunities and
streams came up which was not there during our school days. We got exposed
gradually to much harder and harder Mathematics papers .

From Class VII onwards we got a magician Mathematics Teacher Sri Ajit Ghatak
Sir who can really evolve interest of Mathematics in you with his impeccable style
of telling stories and jokes keeping the class spell bound.He changed the concept
of enjoying Mathematics by his teaching approach and I got lot of inspiration for
getting more involved in solving Mathematics problems.

In Class VIII we used to have a “Special Test” to determine who will be eligible
to get selected for Science Stram from Class IX. The criteria was to have 60% marks
in the average of Half Yearly Examination, Special Tests as well as Annual
Examination. Special Test questions were so tough that half of our friends were
almost on the verge of crying.

From Class IX onwards when we got promoted in the year 1970 we were having
four steams those days i.e Science, Technical, Commerce and Humanities. The
year started well but soon after due to volatile political situation in West Bengal
due to Naxalbari Movement whose heart Centre was College Street campus of
Calcutta University, Presidency College, Hindu Hostel as well as Hare and Hindu
School there was always some disturbance in the area.

We have witnessed many cold blooded murder of innocent pedestrians.
Moreover many brilliant students of these prime institutes got diverted into
Naxalite Movement even at the cost of their careers. Commuting to and from
School became a major problem some days. In fact we got promoted to class X
without even appearing in Final Examination based on our marks in Half Yearly
Examination.

In 1971 when we were in Class X the situation further deteriorated and most of
the days classes were not held and lot of confusions were there. We used to come
out of the school in a group of friends but we could understand that somebody
from Intelligence Dept was following us but moment we used to sense the same
we used to chat the Formulas of Algebra or Chemistry loudly so that they can not
suspect us. But with so much uncertainty we sometimes used to assemble in the
residence of our Dear friend Swapan Bhattacharya or another friend Tapas Sen
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and we used to discuss the problems, used to solve together with the best
hospitalities from our Masimas. I will never forget the love and warmth I used to
enjoy.

In 1972 we moved to Class XI and one short height but with tremendous
personality and strict Mathematics teacher Sri Baren Mukherjee became our class
teacher and he used to teach us something extra than just solving the routine
papers. We could get to know from him so many Mathematics Reference books
and we were told to study and solve those problems as a result of which not only
our maximum no of friends got Letter in Mathematics but when we appeared for
Joint Entrance Exam the complete Mathematics paper was all solved problems
what we did in his class. Baren babu was very strict and probably no body had
seen him even with a smile in his class. We were very fortunate to get the association
and blessing of such a teacher in our school life

The best part was when we used to score less in Exams or in test exams we
used to be told by Ajit Babu that “you are paying LIC premiums “ but you will
score high in HS Exam. That proved to be true in HS Exams.

There were other brilliant teachers like Radheyshyam Ghosh and Prafulla
Sammadar in Bengali, Biren Banerjee and Sisir Neogi in English, Kashinath Tripathi
and Smarajit Roy in Chemistry etc.

The association and teaching of them had left an indelible mark in our school
life which had helped us to prosper in our College life as well as in Professional
Life. Whatever I am today it is all because of the solid foundation of discipline,
value system and character building what we inherited from Hindu School.

GAUTAM GHOSH

About the Author : The author is a Mechanical Engineer from Jadavpur University ( 1978)
and Chartered Engineer and had specialized in Rail Road industry in his professional career.
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